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Dear Holywood Methodist Church Family,

This year at Holywood Methodist we are introducing a
new event for the children and families of our community. On the 8th of December we will be holding a
Breakfast with Santa.

Christmas provides us with a unique opportunity each year to
re-focus. Not only are we reminded of the awe-inspiring,
world-changing, life-altering gift
that is Jesus; but we are also
reminded of our desperate
need for Him to heal our brokenness. That is indeed why
He came, isn’t it? To bring
peace between God and humanity. That is why the angels
declared triumphantly “Glory to
God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” (Luke
2:14).

The idea behind this event is to bring children and families of the community and the church together for a
fun-filled event where there is food, singing, presents
and best of all the children will get to hear about the
true “Reason For The Season” from Santa.
We also are looking forward to the Sunday School performance of the Nativity. The children will lead us in
worship through carol singing, prayers, Christmas
readings and no doubt an exciting re-telling of the
Christmas Story.

As a new year approaches, I
want to challenge us, the church, to impact this community
for good. People are in great need, and more than ever, we
need to come alive! We need to be people of prayer, faith,
righteousness, and compassion. We need to love each other
and love God above all else. Will you commit in 2019 to live
more fully for Jesus Christ?

As we come into 2019 we look forward to where God
leads our children and youth. As they continue to grow
physically we pray that they will each grow in the grace
and knowledge of their Saviour, Jesus Christ!!
Youth Christmas Activities
Dec. 8th - Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 12th – GB Christmas Party
Dec. 12th – Babies and Toddlers Christmas Party
Dec. 14th – Sunday School Christmas Party & Nativity
Dress Rehearsal
Dec. 16th – Sunday School Nativity

What an exciting year it has been for Danette, Darragh,
Bramwell and myself! By God’s amazing grace we have
found ourselves as part of this wonderful church family. Every step of the way God has been good – and so have you! It
did not take long at all for us to feel right at home in our new
community.
The last 5 months with you have been a privilege, and we
are looking forward to the remainder of our time with you. We
love you all very much. Your kindness, generosity, and hospitality to us has been a big encouragement. Please continue
to pray for us.

Danette Woods – Youth Co-ordinator

I want to finish this greeting
with a Benediction I read
recently:
May you be filled with the
wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of
the angels, the eagerness
of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child.
God bless you now and forever.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all,

Pastor Darren Woods
___
Philippians 4:7 “And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.”
The publication of this magazine was made
possible by an anonymous sponsor.
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MEMORY LANE
23rd Psalm
Extracted from John R D Olver’s ‘Holywood and the Society
of the People called Methodists’ and John Frost’s ‘The Continuing Record of Holywood Methodist Church’, copies of
which may be borrowed from the Church.

Beside sweet waters, where the grass
is sweet and soft, by shadowy trees
my Shepherd leads my weary feet
to give me ease.

150 YEARS AGO – 1868. [It is important to keep in mind
that until 1878 Holywood belonged to the Wesleyan strand of
Irish Methodism, the other known popularly as The Primitives. In 1878 the two streams merged to become, as today,
the Methodist Church in Ireland.] Holywood had been constituted a separate circuit the previous year and was obviously
finding its feet in 1868 as it voluntarily declined a grant from
the Home Mission and Contingent Fund, and was held up as
an example to other circuits. The author speculates that it
was at this time that the first manse in Church Hill was rented. (It was purchased twenty years later.) During part of the
year the minister, the Rev Henry Price, was President of the
Conference.

This Shepherd is my Lord, my love.
I shall not want; and when my soul
is sick and heavy laden He
restores it whole.
In paths of righteousness He guides
my erring steps, and if I go
through the dark shadowed vale of death
I find no foe.
For He is with me, and his staff
guides me with love, and bids me take
comfort and joy, and this He does
for His name’s sake.

125 YEARS AGO – 1893. Bangor, Holywood’s daughter
church, is recorded as ‘beginning to expand fairly’ and, at its
request, was constituted a separate circuit by Conference.

When in the hungry wastes of life
my heart is starved, He doth prepare
His wine and oil for my poor spirit,
and plenteous fare.

100 YEARS AGO – 1918. Apart from a reference to the
death of Leslie E Marshall from war wounds the national
epochal events of the year went without mention. However,
the hope was expressed that ‘the burden of war having been
lifted …. the society prepare to go forward into the New
Year.’

So, like a stream that sweetly runs
beside my path, from lea to lea,
my Shepherd’s goodness year by year,
has followed me

75 YEARS AGO – 1942/1943. Was the “static water tank”
erected by the Urban District Council in the church grounds a
war measure? The newly-introduced quarterly magazine
records that five women and twenty-two men from the congregation had ‘joined the services’, three of them already
taken prisoner of war. (Names not given.) In 1943 the Rev
Henry McConnell, a retired minister was resident on the circuit. (Readers will note that the Rev Ormond McConnell,
whose Haiti plaque adorns the vestibule, was son of the Rev
Henry.)

And I shall dwell, when death shall bring
me, wearied, to the eternal shore,
in His enclosed fold of peace
for evermore.
“Written out by my father (before his death in 1958)”
Edna Mairs

50 YEARS AGO – 1968. Plans continue to be made for the
centenary celebrations of the church building in two years’
time. The Rev William Callender succeeded the Rev Martin
Lynas who had been accepted by the United Church of Canada. He preached his final sermon at the Sunday-school
Anniversary Service. The record continues: “On 5 May the
Rev Eric Gallagher, President, dedicated the three stained
glass windows above the front door, and a beautifully made
oaken table in the vestibule, the wood of which had been the
gift of Rev and Mrs J Martin Lynas and their three children ‘in
memory of their happy term in Holywood’, the craftsmanship
being the gift of Mr and Mrs McCarty, ‘in memory of Peggy’.
(It is now the communion table.) Two pamphlet racks in the
porches, the gift … of Mr James Pomeroy, were included in
the dedication. The annual Christmas-tree service yielded
‘136 gifts for children and 253 for old people.’

Tears are not a problem. . .
For most of us, grief tends to work itself out in tears — tears
that come out at times we don’t expect. Sometimes grieving
people sense that people around them see their tears as a
problem to be solved — that tears must mean they aren’t
doing very well with their grief. But it makes sense that the
great sorrow of losing someone we love would come out in
tears. Tears are not the enemy. Tears do not reflect a lack of
faith. Tears are a gift from God that help to wash away the
deep pain of loss.
It is a great gift to let grieving people know that they don’t
have to be embarrassed by their tears around you — that
they are welcome to cry with you. An even greater gift is to
shed tears of your own over the loss of the person they love.

25 YEARS AGO – 1993. The congregation said farewell to
the Rev R H (Bertie) Armstrong and Frances, and welcomed
the Rev Brian Sweeney and Margaret. After a major refurbishment of the church organ and, it is recorded, ‘the addition of twenty stops’, an organ recital was given by the Belfast City and Queen’s University Organist, Dr Davison. Mr
Dennis Ogborn was congratulated on completing ‘a long
standing and complicated task of locating and modifying the
63 legal documents’ relating to church property.

Your tears reflect the worth of the person who died and assure them that they are not alone in missing that person.

Call our helpline – 0808 808 1677
Email: northern.ireland@cruse.org.uk
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COPELANDS UP-DATE

HARVEST 2018 CELEBRATIONS

Copelands Dementia
Nursing and Residential Care Home
is a project being undertaken by Belfast
Central Mission (BCM).
It is a six-million-pound undertaking to build a home in Millisle on the site of the former Childhaven Centre. The contractor is now on site.

A special thank you goes to all who contributed the
many flowers, fruit and vegetables and to the ladies and
gentlemen who helped to create the many displays
below:-

In this 60-bed development we are promised the most enlightened facilities possible, aiming to set a new standard of
understanding care for sufferers of dementia.
An initiative of this scale and intensity should gladden the
heart of everyone, especially every Methodist, demonstrating
again something of the caring heart of Christ. It is in the caring tradition of a church that built Methodist College 150
years ago.
As a relatively small congregation we in Holywood have little
opportunity as a fellowship to exercise together a practical
ministry of caring, so perhaps we should seize an opportunity
like this and look on BCM as one of the caring arms of the
Church and offer all the financial help we can.
Of the £6m required more than a million remains to be
raised. The hopes and prayers of all concerned are that the
home would open debt-free in 2020. If that is to be achieved
it will require the support of us all.
For more information see the Copelands website:
www.copelands.org.uk – Archie Wood
________________________________________________

On Sunday 24th June we conveyed to the Rev
Daphne Twinem our thanks and appreciation
for her ministry and pastoral care. To mark
the
occasion
flowers and a
cake were presented.

BABIES AND TODDLERS
Babies & Toddlers is an informal group run by volunteer
members of the Church. The activities involve free play with
maybe a story, sing-a-long, or craft session to join in with,
meet other parents, carers and friends in a safe friendly environment, and have a chat over a cup of tea or coffee and a
scone! - Wednesdays 10 am to 11.30 am.
Contact: Carol Hurley; Tel: - 028 90422124
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Holywood Methodist Church - Remembrance
Service, Sunday 11th November 2018

DIAMOND CLUB
Holywood Diamonds meet on the first Friday of the month
and have a varied programme – sometimes no programme!
Everyone is happy to meet over a cuppa and buns and chat
for the afternoon or play Beetle Drive. Normally meet from
2.30 pm to 4 pm and last month we tested our skills on present wrapping. We wrapped chocolate bars to give to the
carers in the nursing home on Christmas Day. We have
nearly 30 on the register and monthly we would have about
14 – 16 attending. Nobody is obliged to attend every month
so if anyone would like to come along for an afternoon, they
would be very welcome. We put in £1 a week and last
month we gave a donation to the church, and to the charities
for cancer and kidney research. January meeting with be on
the 4th January in the hall and we are proposing an outing on
the 1st February Details will be on the notice board in the
church porch.

A Service of Remembrance, marking the centenary since the
end of World War I, was solemnly
observed in our church on Sunday 11th
November 2018. It was conducted by
Pastor Woods; the Colour Party provided by
the Girls’ Brigade and Mr George McCormick, the exhortation read by Mr Stewart
Wilson and the Last Post and reveille
sounded by Mr Alan Reavie. The customary two-minutes’
silence was observed and the service concluded with the
National Anthem.
A retiring offering for the Earl Haig Poppy
Fund amounted to £177.30.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 2018 - THANKS
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude to those who assisted me on Remembrance Sunday.
To Darren and Stewart for their readings, Alan for the The
Last Post/Reveille, Trevor for the lovely music, Brian and
Ann for the beautiful floral display and especially the Girls
Brigade ladies, Joanna, Jo, Amy, and Georgia for the Colour
Party.
Alll of this helped to make a most memorable service. Also Looking beyond the Poppy Wreath, was a Salvation Army
forage cap (Darren’s). It was there on purpose to remind us
of the magnificent work done, in the background, by the Salvation Army. I remember on various occasions, during the
troubles here, when people had to leave their homes for a
period, often in the middle of the night, . . . . suddenly a large
van appeared . . . . it was the Salvation Army “tea van” . . .
Oh, how welcome! Those smiling faces, always ready to
help.
GOD BLESS THE SALVATION ARMY
George McCormick MBE

A poem for computer buffs
The computer swallowed Grandma.
Yes, honestly it’s true!
She pressed ‘control and ’enter’
And disappeared from view.
It devoured her completely,
The thought just makes me squirm.
She must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.
I’ve searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind;
I’ve even used the Internet,
But nothing did I find.
In desperation, I asked Google
My searches to refine.
The reply was negative,
Not a thing was found ‘online.’
So, if inside your ’Inbox.’
My Grandma you should see,
Please ‘Copy, Scan’ and @Paste’ her
And send her back to me,
This is a tribute to all the Grandmas and Grandpas who have
been fearless and learned to use the Computer.
They are the greatest!!!
We do not stop playing because we grow old;
We grow old because we stop playing.
NEVER Be The First To Get Old!
Written by Charles Robert Taylor.
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Holywood Methodist Bowling Club

How to be Happy . . .
This headline in the “Sunday Telegraph” caught my eye, and
I thought it was a good subject for an article.

At the beginning of the season, the Committee
members welcomed Pastor Woods as our new
President. Pastor Darren declared his interest in
learning the game.
The Club quickly reached its capacity in membership and unfortunately had to call a halt on new members,
but the Committee are considering all possible ways to let us
increase our membership.
We recently started a successful bowling practice and coaching on Monday mornings (particularly for new members).
However due to circumstances we have had to postpone this
temporarily.
This is the Club’s 60th anniversary, and with the help of Pastor Darren and the Church Council we are planning to celebrate this early next year.
This year we have once again a membership of 29, but sadly
only 2 members from our Church congregation. However we
are fortunate that we have many other members drawn from
East Belfast, through Holywood to Bangor.
At our AGM this year Pastor Darren was installed as President for the next 12 months.
We meet on Mondays at 8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For info please phone 02890 913022

What is happiness? It’s an umbrella term for feeling positive
and good, even feelng euphoric.
“Happiness is having a large, loving caring, close-knit family
in another city.” – George Burns. Amusing but not true.
We all know about dopamine, endorphins and oxytocin,
chemicals that may make us happy, but not in the true sense
of the word. The age of four years is evidently very important in the regulations of emotions, one of which is happiness.
We need pleasure and purpose in our lives – time with our
families, watching television, a job that interests us, eating
food we like, etc.
Exercise makes some people happy, and helps mental
health. A good, mixed diet full of fibre should help too. Most
of us, though, eat sweets, chips, icecream, fries and fried
foods – hard to resist!
Does winning the lottery make people happy? Even if one
wins, the paradox is that no research team has ever managed to show that lottery winners are happier.

Thank you to everyone in the congregation who supported Christian
Aid’s work this year.

I remember years ago, at school, having to write an essay on
“The Perfect Day.” I started with getting out of bed early, so
as to avoid 4 sisters crammed into the bathroom!

Our church is true to the words of Fred Pratt Green ‘s hymn

Then I got my favourite seat on the bus, the corner one of
the three that were at the entrance. Then, at school we had
double English and no double Maths! All went well and
when I arrived home, we had my favourite tea, boiled eggs
(soft!) and “soldiers”! These were all simple things – and
mum had changed the sheets, lovely, crisp linen.

The church of Christ in every age,
beset by change but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.
Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live before they die.

Rupert Brooke 1887-1915 wrote of “the cool kindliness of
sheets, that smooth away troubles.”
One of my greatest pleasures is listening to a story, well told.
(BBC4 Extra); playing the piano; a gift of flowers; the congenial company of friends; a sense of humour – even gallows humour, “Dad’s Army” etc. A six-year old in my extended family gets much pleasure from that!

Then let the servant church arise,
a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,
and clothed in Christ's humanity.
For Christ alone, whose blood was shed,
can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread
and feed the starving multitude.

Rudyard Kipling 1865-1936 wrote:“Teach us delight in simple things,
And mirth that hath no bitter springs;

We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord:
to care for all, without reserve,
and spread Christ's liberating word.

Forgiveness free of evil done.
And love to all men ‘neath the sun!
And one last pleasure – getting into bed at night, even if its is
only with a hot water bottle!

This year our efforts raised £2050.20 achieved through door
to door collection ,after -church coffee,our bread and cheese
lunch and a coffee morning hosted by Primrose.
These events afforded valuable social opportunities as well
as raising funds to support Christian Aid s work in 37 countries across the world.
Particular thanks to those who provided
tea,coffee,soup,cakes,scones etc.
Thanks also to those who made considered donations after
the events.
It is all deeply appreciated and gifts will be used to relieve
the effects of poverty endured by some of the world s most
vulnerable people.
Thank you.
Rosalind McLaughlin

Primrose Page

Bible Study House Group
Bible Study Groups are open to all members of the congregation to learn more about God’s Word and His message for
each one of us...
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Motelands group meet on alternative
Mondays at 7.30 pm - there is time to
reflect on a video, pray, have fellowship
and of course tea or coffee!

ITEMS NEEDED URGENTLY
Tins: Tinned Meals, Tuna Meat / Ham, Potatoes,
Spaghetti, Tomatoes, Vegetables, Sweet Corn,
Fruit,
Custard,
Rice
pudding,
Jars/Bottles/Cartons: Baby food, Jam, Bolognaise sauce,
Pasta Sauce, Tomato Ketchup, Diluting juice/squash, Breakfast Juice, Long life/UHT Milk, Other: Dried rice, Instant
mashed potato, Cereal, small variety Cereal, large box Biscuits / Snack bars, Salt/pepper, Cooking oil, Cuppa soup,
Sugar, Teabags, Instant Coffee, Jelly, Toiletries/Cleaning:
Shower gel, Shampoo, Toothpaste, Deodorant, Baby wipes,
Nappies, Toilet roll ,Washing up liquid, Cleaning products.
If you want further information or want to visit or get involved
with Storehouse please contact :Jack Woods telephone:- 07757671663

Time of Prayer
A prayer time is held before the Sunday morning service, in Room 3, beginning at 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
You are welcome to come and stay as long as you wish,
praying silently or out loud as you choose.
The church is open for silent prayer every Wednesday
from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon while the Baby and Toddler
Group are meeting.
'Evening prayer meeting held in Room 3 every 2nd and
4th Thursday evening of the month'
EMERGENCY
TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN:Contact:- June Wilson – Telephone:- 90284298
Email:- s.j.wilson10@ntlworld.com

President – Mrs Edna Mairs

________________________________________
Flowers

GIRLS’ BRIGADE
Annual Display – April 2018
Nigel Ewing (Society Steward) welcomed the invitation to the
Display and apologised for the absence, because of illness,
of the Company Chaplain, Rev Shirley Krakowski.

It has long been a
tradition that the
flowers displayed at
the front of our
church are presented
each week by different members of the
congregation, a service that brings
pleasure to all. Very
often the flowers are
given as a simple remembrance of a loved one and sometimes as a celebration of a special occasion.

He thanked the President, Mrs Edna Mairs, the Captain,
Joanna Neill, the officers and helpers for their dedication
over the past and previous years. Also, thanks were due to
the girls themselves for their regular support of the Company
and for the preparations for the Display. Finally, he thanked
the parents, carers, grandparents and friends, and also the
congregation, who have supported the company throughout
the year.
He pointed out that the girls were involved in additional activities during the year; for example they took part in Holywood Methodist 24/7 prayer weekend, providing an inspirational and thought-provoking prayer station which was well
received. It was so impressive that it was moved from the
prayer room to the church vestibule. Feedback was very
favourable.

After Sunday Worship the flowers are distributed to members of our congregation who are house bound or elderly or
to those ill in hospital or at home.
If you would like to join the Rota of flower present-ers and
take part in this ministry please contact the following:Sylvia Hodgen - telephone 90425961

It was encouraging,
he said, to see so
many taking part.

Phillipians 4: 13
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“I can do all things
through Christ who
strengthens me.”

Editors:-

CHURCH OUTINGS . . .

In

response to requests we decided in May to try another
Meal and Movie Evening. This time we enjoyed eating at
Binkies beside the Omniplex Dundonald. We were fascinated
by the title The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society as
well as the film starring Lily James and Matthew Goodewhere where we saw how the residents of Guernsey were
German-Occupied during World War 2.

Liz Hamilton, Primrose Page, Nigel Ewing and
Archie Wood
Thank you for your valued contributions

On October 20th a beautiful Autumn day we visited Montalto
Estate in Ballynahinch. The family decided to share their
Estate with the public who could enjoy nature on differing
walks and play areas for children. They built a grand new
restaurant with delightful menus to cater for all food choices.
Here we had the pleasure of meeting George and Yvonne
Adams on a family outing with Helen and sons Matthew and
Patrick .The excellent shop is worth a visit as the History
displayed on the walls on the first floor include the Battle of
Ballynahinch in the Estate grounds. On the same day Stewart and June were enthralled with the walks. I am sure we
will return.

Girls’ Brigade
129th Holywood Methodist GB
Meets
Every Wednesday Night
Explorers - 6.30 pm to 7.45 pm
Company – 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm
The Girls’ Brigade is a Christian youth organisation
where a varied programme of fun activities is offered,
designed to educate, challenge and inspire young girls
in a safe environment of Christian teaching.

Our next evening is to return for a Meal and Movie Evening
and hopefully we will have a photographic record where the
friendship and fun is in evidence of us all together.
Anne McCarty

The programme is split into 4 main areas:
Spiritual – Scripture
Physical – Games, Football, Hockey etc
Education – Craft, Cooking, Drama
Service – Singing, Craft, Charity work

Thank you for keeping our Church premises clean
and tidy
What a wonderful ministry, voluntarily provided
by Anne Scott, Dorothy Kennedy and Jack Woods.

Explorers: 3 - 7 years old (Pre-School – P4)
Company: 8 - 17 years old

Our Motto:
Seek, Serve and Follow Christ
Come along and join in the fun!
on Wednesday
Contact: Joanna Sloan, Captain
– telephone: 07711884405

SINGING IN THE RAIN . . . .
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Thank you George

Home Mission

CHURCH CALENDAR
December 2018
Sunday 2nd
11am

The Home Mission Department
exists to help Districts, Circuits
and local Congregations to glorify God through worship and
witness

5pm
Thursday 6th

How to Give
Your generosity helps the Home Mission Department to support smaller churches that are bearing significant witness,
and helps and encourages new initiatives. You can give in
the following ways:

First Sunday in Advent
Canon Gareth Harron
Holy Communion Service
Christmas Dinner

7.30pm Sing Carols with the Salvation
Army Band; (Light refreshments served before the
service)

Sunday 9th

11am

2nd Sunday in Advent
Pastor Darren Woods
Christmas-tree Service – BCM
Toy Appeal

Sunday 16th

11am

3rd Sunday in Advent – Pastor
Darren Woods
Buzz - Young Peoples service.

Sunday 23rd

11am

4th Sunday in Advent
Pastor Darren Woods
Service of Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 25th

9am

Christmas Day Family Service
Pastor Darren Woods

Sunday 30th

11am

Pastor Darren and Danette
Woods

Monday 31st

4pm

“Last Light” Service - refreshments

One-off Donations (use the Home Mission envelope which
you should receive on Home Mission Sunday).
Monthly Standing Order (A form for standing orders at the
back of the Home Mission leaflet or you can contact the
Home Mission Office mhm@irishmethodist.org).
Collection boxes for regular giving are also available from
your minister and the Home Mission office.
The Home Mission Department exists to resource God's
people for mission and are grateful to you for your support.

FOR ALL WHO MOURN,
YET THANKFUL OF HEART
Thankful of heart for days gone by,
Mirrored in memory’s inward eye;
Childhood and youth, their hopes and fears,
Stored with the tale of all the years;
Stilled from the storms of joy and pain
Chiefly the sunlit hours remain –
Come then, as Christian people should,
Give thanks to God: for God is good.

served at 3.30pm

Did you know that in the symbolism . . . of “The
Twelve Days of Christmas” the partridge is Jesus
Christ. – Two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments.
– Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love. – The
four calling birds are the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. – The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law,
the first five books of … the Old Testament. – The six geese
a –laying stand for the six days of creation …… - Seven
swans a-swimming represent the sevenfold gifts of the Holy
Spirit – Prophesy, Serving, teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadeship, and Mercy. – The eight maids a-milking are
the eight beatitudes. – Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits
of the Holy Spirit – Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. – The
eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven faithful disciples. –
The twelve drummers drumming symbolise the twelve points
of belief in the Apolstles’ Creed. So there is your history for
today. Happy CHRISTMAS!!! Yes, I said Happy CHRISTMAS

Thankful to welcome, day by day,
Tokens of love about our way;
And from a Father’s hand to trace
Blessings of nature and of grace.
Treasures on earth let time destroy!
Christ is our love, our peace, our joy.
Come then, as Christian people should,
Rejoice in God: for God is good.
Thankful we look for days to be,
Part of a purpose none foresee;
Firm in the faith of sins forgiven,
Christ on his cross our hope of heaven;
Christ at the last our great reward,
Christ over all, ascended Lord!
Come then, as Christian people should
Hope still in God: for God is good.

because Christmas is not CHRISTMAS without CHRIST!
Photo courtesy of Jack Woods

Timothy Dudley-Smith

SING CAROLS
With

SALVATION ARMY BAND/BANGOR
Bandmaster

Stuart Leathem
Thursday 6th December 2018 at 7.30 pm
Seasonal refreshments from 7.00 pm
Donations for Local Charity and Salvation Army Christmas Appeal
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HOLYWOOD HOPE - PRAYER
STATIONS
Published on The Methodist Church in Ireland (https://www.irishmethodist.org)
Home > Mission > World Mission Partnership > Overseas
Opportunities
Overseas Opportunities
There are 4 ways in which Christians can serve overseas
with World Mission Partnership:
Mission Partner – 3 year minimum placement overseas
Encounter Worldwide [1] – 6-12 month placements with partner church overseas
MEET – 2-3 weeks for learning, sharing and practical engagement in mission
Global Fellows [2] – 2 year mission opportunity for young
adults ages 20-30.
If you feel God may be calling you to serve overseas then
please contact our office [3]. We would be delighted to talk to
you!

Time for Prayer – reflective prayer stations

5 basic forms of prayer
Blessing:- we are asking for God's power and protection
upon a person, a place, an object, or a special activity.
Praise:- a prayer in which we give glory to God because he
is God.
Thanksgiving:- a prayer in which we thank God for all of the
blessings he has given us.
Petition:Intercession:-

BBQ – thanks to Chefs – Connor and Peter

HOLYWOOD HOPE MAY 2018
From Sunday 6 May – Saturday 22 May all the churches on
Holywood were involved in bringing the Hope that only God
can give to the towns people of Holywood.
Last summer Graham Speers from the Baptist Church was
given the vision for this venture and the other churches were
enthused & eager to play their part. Much prayer was involved from the beginning with 24/7 prayer in the Queen’s
hall the week before the event.
The innovative programme included Riding Lights TheatreGroup, Corrie Ten Boom’s great niece, Science & Faith
Q&A, Norman Lynas of Lynas Foods, Sports stars, Watoto
African children’s choir & many more. Many venues were
used including the Library, Coast restaurant & Cafè Nero’s.

Sausages and burgers looking good . . . .

From Tuesday 8 to Saturday 12th of May Holywood Methodist church was open 12 noon – 2 pm for prayer and 2 members offered to facilitate this & provide tray bakes, tea & coffee. As can be seen from the photographs there were very
helpful areas where people could spend quality time with the
Lord.
This was a very special time & a great privilege to be a small
part of God’s great plan for Holywood.
June Wilson and Joan Clarke
A gift opens the way
and ushers the giver into the presence of the great.
Proverbs 18:16 | NIV |

Tastes good . . .

9

A letter received from a visitor to
our church . . .

No room in the bin:
Reflections on a Commercial Christmas

Dear Reverend Fiona McCrea,

T’was August when I noticed there, selection boxes, new,
And high on shelves of many stores, were glimpses there to
view;
Far in advance of Halloween, commercial forces strong,
Had operations well in hand, preparing for a throng!

Please excuse me for writing to you, but I wanted to
acknowledge and to thank one of your congregation for his
kindness during our visit to Ireland in mid-September.
We live in Runcorn, Cheshire, and my sister, Lesley, who is
learning disabled, has always wanted to know more about
her birth in Belfast in 1952. I am interested in our family history, and have done considerable research. So in September, as she is becoming more frail, we arranged to fly over
for four days with her carers.

Barely, had fireworks filled the skies and children sported
masks,
Whole aisles were being cleared in stores in slick wellmanaged tasks;
Even the charity shops, soon dressed, in fancy festive fayre,
Wonderful planning there to view, but was the Christ Child
there?

First we located the nursing home in Belfast, then her first
home nearby. Then we found your church via a note on the
back of her original birth certificate. Sadly, we
arrived to find
the
building
deserted. Suddenly a gentleman
crossed
the car park,
tried the doors
and
finding
them
locked,
began to leave,
watching us and
smiling.
We
asked
if
he
could help us, and he came over and greeted us like old
friends.

And in the garden centres there, we find whole floors
entranced,
With trees and lights and trinkets bright, each year brings
fresh expanse;
How much of this shall we require our Advent to prepare?
The media conspires to tell our hearts: we need this fayre!
On Boxing Day, when Christmas wraps, in piles we often find
It seems that packaging outweighs the contents left behind;
We’ve feasted well, yet scraping plates, we find excessive
waste,
The delicacies we’ve enjoyed, were not all to our taste!
At length we reach the wheelie bin, adorned in clothing, new,
With care we stuff the contents in, to keep clear floors in
view;
And surfaces in kitchens, soon are rescued from distress,
We’ve celebrated Christmas well, it’s time to clear the mess!
Our plastic box for glass is full and lids are hard to close,
We cannot find the space for waste, each year the problem
grows;
Perhaps a message echoes there, from tale of ancient Inn
As Christ child once excluded, then, we’ve no room in the
bin!

His name is Jim, such a lovely man! We explained our mission and without hesitation he went home for his keys, returned speedily, welcomed us and ushered us into the
Church.
My sister was so thrilled to see where she had been baptised
on Sunday 30th November 1952, (which was St. Andrew’s
Day, as our father is Scottish). The minister then was Rev
Roy Rooney.

Is this not allegorical, for there in ancient days,
There was no room for Son of God, and Ancient, too, of
Days;
So much to do at Advent time, so easy to forget,

Jim told us some of the history of the church, about changes
since my sister was born and where the font would have
been. He allowed us to take some photographs and spent
some lovely time with Lesley, answering her many questions. He prayed with us, and then we left with a spring in
our step to enjoy lunch and afternoon at Islandmagee (Beautiful!)

Be sure to make space in your heart, for Jesus, coming yet!
Alan Webb
Something to pray
Gracious God, give us wisdom to perceive you, intelligence
to understand you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait for
you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate upon you, and a
life to proclaim you, through the power of the spirit of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen

I wanted to thank him for his hospitality, patience and kindness to us on our visit. Please pass on to him our best wishes and gratitude. It’s unlikely that we will be able to visit Ireland again, as Lesley and I are both disabled and in our sixties. But we will remember our visit to your church and hold
you all in our thoughts and prayers.
I enclose a print copy of the picture taken of my sister and
Jim, in case he would like to see it. Thanks once again for
making us so welcome
Yours sincerely
Shirley Moodie
Christ didn’t just come to visit; he came to stay (Matthew 28:20).
Christ’s extreme love calls for my extreme response. Our hospitality
to Christ in our lives should be without limits and without reserve.
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Holywood Methodist Church
Ministerial Cover – 2019

Sunday School for children aged
between 2-14 meets every Sunday
during Morning Service. Along with
teaching and prayer time we include crafts, games, puzzles, and
other activities which enable the
children to have fun together whilst
learning more about Jesus. Children can learn about the
stories from the Bible, and also God’s love for everyone, in a
way that they can relate to.

Sunday Morning worship begins at
11am
6th January
13th January
20th January
27th January
3rd February

Contact: Karl Hodgen. Tel:- 028 90806195

Pastor Darren Woods
(7PM Circuit Service – President)
Danette Woods

10th February

Holy Communion Service
– Rev David Cooper
Pastor Darren Woods

17th February

Danette Woods

17th March

Pastor Darren Woods – Possibly Bowling Club Sunday to be confirmed
Holy Communion Service
– Rev Daphne Twinem
Pastor Darren Woods – Possibly Baby
& Toddler’s Sunday???
Kids4Schools Visit

24th March

Pastor Darren Woods

31st March

Danette Woods – Mother’s Day

7th April
14th April

Holy Communion Service
– Rev Harold Good
Rev Alan Craig – Palm Sunday

21st April

Pastor Darren Woods – Easter Sunday

28th April

Lay-Preachers Sunday

5th May

Holy Communion Service
– Rev Daphne Twinem
Pastor Darren Woods

24th

February

3rd March
10th March

Anniversary Service

Covenant Service – Rev Daphne
Twinem
Pastor Darren Woods

12th May

23rd June

Pastor Darren Woods – Christian Aid
Lunch after Service
Danette Woods
Holy Communion Service
– Rev David Cooper
Pastor Darren Woods –
Pentecost Sunday
Pastor Darren Woods – Father’s Day &
Buzz Sunday
Elizabeth Doyle

30th June

Peter Kerr

19th May
26th May
2nd June
9th June
16th June

Thanks and appreciation go to Anne Scott and Ann
McCarty who have
completed their 3
year term as Church
Council
representatives.
There is no doubt
they both will
continue to share
their passion in the
life of Holywood,
Methodist Church

At Buzz
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A MEMORY

Society Steward’s Report

Shared by
David Cushley

I would like to thank everyone who contributes to God’s work
in our church, especially our Superintendent Minister, Rev
Fiona McCrea, Pastor Darren and Mrs Danette Woods.

Nigel asked me to “share
a memory”. So many, too
many, how could I
choose? At least I would
be recalling words on
paper because to talk
about them would be too
difficult and emotional.
I remember this particular
incident vividly. (I have
purposely not mentioned names and places)

As the work of every member touches the lives of those in
our community, directly and indirectly, we should not underestimate how the smallest action or word can inform, encourage, reassure and provide comfort. There is much that
each of us do on a daily basis that makes a positive contribution to the life of our Church.
By its nature, much of this is unseen. I am beginning to gain
a first-hand awareness of much of this work and an appreciation of our church as a vibrant part of the local community.
God’s presence is truly evidenced in our worship, prayer and
pastoral care for each other.

In the early 1980s I was in charge of the Force Inspectorate.
This was a new unit whose function among other things was
to go out to operational stations and pick up local ideas
which could benefit all if implemented Force wide, and to
assess local morale. The team consisted of uniform and detective officers with wide experience and supported by civilian staff.

This year we have, as ever, celebrated births and marriages
and mourned the passing of loved ones. It has seen relationships develop with our neighbouring Church of Ireland
parish. The appointment for a year of Darren Woods (Salvation Army Captain) as Pastor and his wife Danette as Youth
co-ordinator has been an answer to prayer.
We look forward to the New Year in expectation of great
things under God, so let us go forth with renewed faith in and
commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.

We went to an area and stayed there for several days in the
local station. Our first visit was to a difficult and dangerous
isolated border station where terrorist incidents were virtually
an everyday occurrence. My Superintendent and I arrived in
uniform unannounced and at first unbalanced the local officers. We put them at ease by quickly showing that we were
there to support and not to find fault. During the first afternoon we asked permission from the Sergeant to join his foot
patrol. He agreed and off we went in “duck” formation.
Somewhat dissimilar to my own experience as a local sergeant in a “bog” station very many years earlier. As we
moved through the village I could hear a reassuring voice
from within the patrol calling out ownership of parked cars
and the names of locals as they passed by; some acknowledged us other simply ignored us.

Nigel Ewing
CHURCH
BLOOM
Thank you to all those faithful
gardeners who care and provide
flowers for the Church

The patrol passed off without incident and I congratulated
them on their attention to detail. I singled out the officer who
had been giving the local intelligence. I spoke with him personally and discovered he lived with his family a short distance from the station. I quickly realised he was very anxious
about his personal circumstances, but that he was too proud
and brave to admit to his own danger. That evening at the
debrief, I decided that the risk to this officer and his family
was too great to allow him to live and work from that station.
The plan was to return to HQ and arrange for his transfer as
soon as possible to another station.

CHRISTMAS 2017 – CAROL
SERVICE
A trio of brass instruments by Alan Reavie, Alan Webb
and Archie Wood - provided a voluntary during the service

Later that evening, while travelling in the area, I was stopped
by a police patrol and advised that an incident had occurred
nearby. I immediately returned to the station and to my horror learned that my brave guide had been murdered in the
driveway of his home as he returned from duty. I was
stunned. What could I do and what could I say to the 3 generations of his family as we grieved around the fire at his
home that night.
This is just one example of the sacrifice of so many who
gave their lives in the troubled times in Northern Ireland,
As I wrote this piece, I had just returned from the Annual
Remembrance service. Memories came flooding back. I
remember all those who sacrificed for the protection of
Northern Ireland - every day.
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